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On Feb. 1, President Bush met with President Alfredo Cristiani in Washington, and offered him a
strong statement of support. Meanwhile the State Department proposed an increase of about $50
million in US aid to El Salvador for FY 1991. In fiscal year 1989, El Salvador received $185 million
in economic aid from the US, compared to $130.6 million in FY 1990. The administration's request
for FY1991 is for $180 million. The fiscal year begins on Oct. 1. Direct military aid in FY1990 comes
to $84.6 million, and in FY1989, $85 million. Bush and Cristiani also discussed bilateral cooperation
in the "drug war." After the meeting, Cristiani told reporters that he had asked Bush for aid to
launch a new anti-drug program in El Salvador. "We think that, although it is not a big problem in
El Salvador, I think it's better to stop it when it's not big than to wait until it's very big and then it's
harder to get rid of." (Basic data from New York Times, 02/02/90)
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